
The inaugural Cities of Love Award (COLA) 
ceremony was held in conjunction with SMU 
Grow’s 3rd Anniversary. The ceremony was a 

celebration of sustainable efforts made by ordinary 
individuals and organizations.  

Unlike many sustainability awards that are often 
given to prominent figures and enterprises who 
implement large-scale transformational projects, 
COLA recognizes smaller efforts that are creating 
positive impacts on society.

The award comprised two categories: social 
sustainability and environmental sustainability.

Social Sustainability aims to highlight initiatives 
that will sustain their social community in the long-
term. The criteria that these awards will be judged 

on include: Administration, Communications, 
Community Bonding, Community Care, Education, 
Family Support, Finance & Financing Operations, 
Parental Assistance, Social Services, and Others.

Environmental Sustainability highlights 
actions that create a sustainable and friendly 
environment, or help to protect or maintain 
existing environments. The criteria for judging 
include: Building, Construction, Design, Gardens, 
Landscape, Maintenance, Materials, Operations, 
Products, Services, and Others.

There were 26 Merit award winners and 6 
Distinguished award winners across the categories. 

Dr. Tan Chun Liang received the distinguished award 
under the Social category. As a research fellow 
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from NUS trained in architecture, Dr. Tan aspires 
to educate the younger generation in the design of 
urban greenery. Having found existing knowledge 
too technical for the younger minds, he devised 
learning tools such as scientific experiments and 
model making to enthuse the students to develop 
keen interest in green design. His determination 
propelled him to conduct workshops for some 10 
schools and more than 200 students.

Temasek Polytechnic, School of Applied Science 
also received distinguished award under the Social 
category for their ‘cookbook’ project in an effort 
to preserve some of best loved Singapore classic 
hawker dishes thus preserving our unique culinary 
legacy. 

Sport Singapore’s submission highlighted the 
importance of sports as a vital means to sustaining 
a healthy lifestyle amongst residents of Singapore. 
The comprehensive vision and masterplan brings 
social sustainability to a great height unseen in any 
other societies. This distinguished award winner 
shows that sustainability is not just limited to the 
environment. 

In the Environmental category, Mariam Mathew 
took on a strong interest to educate the public on 
Singapore’s active, beautiful and clean waterways. 
With inputs from PUB, she worked with her 
students to develop outreach materials and conduct 
educational learning trips at Sungei Ulu Pandan 
site. Inspired by her initiatives, the students also 
took on roles as “Water Ambassadors” to share 
with other youths on the broader perspective of 
water issue. 

Another Environment category distinguished 
award winner was a group submission by 5 
individuals, the “Back to School Programme”, an 

initiative by BCA and MOE. The team of students 
from different institutes of higher learning took on 
the role of Green Mark Consultants to help schools 
with the green mark certification. To date, they 
have helped a total of 8 schools to attain Green 
Mark certification in less than 5 months.

The last distinguished award winner was SMU 
GROW, SMU’s sustainability movement under 
the Office of the President. As a farming initiative 
located in the heart of the city, SMU GROW was 
born out of a desire to leave a lasting legacy – to 
learn, to give and to reconnect with nature. 

Mr. Tai Lee Siang, Founder and Chair of COLA and 
Chairman of the World Green Building Council said, 
“Considering this is the inaugural awards, we are 
pleased with the entries. It will take some time 
before more people know about the awards. All 
the award winners demonstrate seriousness and 
qualities in their sustainability endeavours. There is 
clear demonstration of efforts and quite a number 
of the winners are truly exceptional. The best in 
class are all rewarded with Distinguished Awards.

About Inception
Inception was formed in Singapore in August 2010, 
by Valerie Ang and Tai Lee Siang, out of a passion 
to transform lives, environments, and societies. 
It believes that everyone has the capability to 
bring change. Inception hopes to be a vehicle of 
change through holistic creations that promote 
sustainable living. Its long-term vision is to 
develop a basket of diverse creative projects that 
could include products, publications, multi-media 
productions and even gastronomic experiences. By 
introducing new innovations and perspectives that 
are sustainable and economically feasible, it hopes 
to contribute to harmonious and peaceful living on 
this Earth we call home.
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