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“I believe in taking project with good cause and contributes to a good life for everyone.”



”
“To recognise ground-up initiatives that help

create sustainable cities.

”
“

/  Mission  /

/  Vision  /

Innovative cities with sustainable future in social, 
economic and environmental developments.



Cities of Love was formed in Singapore in August 2010, by Mr. Tai Lee Siang 
and Ms. Valerie Ang, out of a passion to transform lives, environments, and 
societies. They believe that everyone has the capability to bring change – people 
are change agents.  Cities of Love is instrumental in creating opportunities in 
accumulating and showcasing holistic. Cities of Love hopes to be a vehicle of 
change through holistic creations that promote sustainable living. Its long-term 
vision is to develop a basket of diverse creative projects that could include 
products, publications, multi-media productions, and even gastronomic 
experiences. Curating and introducing innovations with Paradigm shifts that are 
sustainable as well as economically viable are crucial to progressive, qualitative 
changes. Relevant solutions can then contribute to the well-being and health of 
our communities, our societies, our cities, therefore, our Earth. These are arms 
of love extended to the communities. The cumulative impact of everyone’s 
contributions is phenomenal, resulting in harmonious and quality living. 

Awards for sustainability are often given to more prominent figures such as 
government agencies corporations or business leaders who have helped to 
implement large-scale transformational projects. While their impacts are 
applaudable and desirable, we must seek out and recognize the contributions 
of individuals or smaller organizations. Cities of Love Award or COLA is, birthed 
as an award to recognize the efforts made by the ordinary person or enterprises. 
Innovative solutions that enhance one’s quality of life, work or play contribute to 
the love and care for the communities.”

For us, your project is neither too small nor insignificant. So, if your actions 
have made a positive impact in any way, you deserve to be recognized and be 
acknowledged for your efforts.  Come take part in this Cities of Love Award. 
Your contribution is important. You deserve to be celebrated.”
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COLA 2019
Messages

“ Cities of Love started as a book that we intended to highlight the 
ongoing sustainabilty efforts by ordinary citizens. We are encouraged by 
the increasing awareness and ground-up actions by communities to help 
fight climate change. Cities of Love Awards or COLA was initiated to bring 
recognition to such ground-up efforts. To-date, we have completed the 
third edition and have seen close to 40 entries and winners. It continues to 
amaze us the modest but immense efforts by individuals and groups to try 
to add to global sustainability efforts. Some efforts are simply extraordinary 
and beyond even our wildest imagination. We wish to congratulate all the 
winners and hope to see sustained and continuous efforts because the fight 
against climate change is not over until it is done. ”

“ I sincerely congratulate every winner of the Cities of Love Awards (COLA). 
Your commitment to sustainable development is admirable and I hope 
that your efforts would be shared widely, to inspire other Singaporeans to 
step up in the fight for a sustainable future. Like the COLA winners, I hold 
sustainability issues close to heart and, together with the North West CDC, 
have been strengthening community efforts through collaboration and 
innovation. Together, all of us can elevate Singapore into a sustainable and 
future-ready city with stronger environmental ownership. ”

“ The Cities of Love Awards recognise and celebrate efforts by individuals 
and organisations in Singapore who have contributed towards building a 
sustainable city. This helps to support the SG Cares movement to make 
caring a part of our Singaporean identity and build strong communities where 
people care for one another and for the environment through sustained and 
impactful ways. ”

by Tai Lee Siang, Founder of COLA

by Dr Teo Ho Pin, Mayor of North West District

by Lee Tze Hao, Deputy Director SG Cares



COLA 2019
Messages

“ We applaud such ground up initiatives in driving green practices and 
sustainability efforts in the built environment sector which contribute to the 
health and well-being outcomes of the community.  No effort is too small 
as we all need to play our part to transform our city to a more desirable and 
liveable built landscape. We encourage more individuals and organisations 
to step up, take the lead and share your stories so that we can generate 
even more ideas from these varied exchanges.  This year, BCA and the 
Singapore Green Building Council (SGBC) is co-creating the next Singapore 
Green Building Masterplan (SGBMP 2020) with industry stakeholders as 
well as tenants, home-buyers, youth, activists and many others.  Come join 
us in this conversation on how we can push for greater sustainability in our 
Built Environment! ”

by Ang Kian Seng, Group Director of BCA

“ As a strong sustainability advocate and practitioner, CDL is committed 
to making a difference in society by providing continuous support and 
amplifying positive impact throughout Singapore and beyond. This is why 
we have been a proud supporter of the Cities of Love Awards since its 
inception in 2017. A vehicle of change that promotes sustainable living 
and recognises the extraordinary efforts of those who enhance the well-
being of our communities, the Cities of Love Awards strives to build a more 
sustainable future for all. With less than 10 years left to achieve the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development, transitioning towards a society in 
which innovation and youth development are prioritised and celebrated has 
never been more important. ”

by Esther An, City Developments Limited (CDL)

“ Since the inauguration of Cities of Love Awards in 2007, it is heartening 
to see the enthusiastic participation of individuals, institutions, NGOs 
and businesses.  I am extremely impressed by the quality of the 
submissions of wide-ranging topics including green building designs, 
construction, products, services as well as taking care of the young, 
old and the vulnerable in the spirit of sustainability.  The judges are 
especially encouraged by the growing awareness and efforts of many 
civic-minded and environmentally-conscious groups out there. These 
groups wish to make a difference to the cities we live in and take 
ownership of the environment we all share and are responsible for. ”

by Allen Ang, Chief Judge of COLA,
EVP, Head of Green Building & Technology Application
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Environmental Sustainability 
Distinguished Awards (Corporate)

Sustainable South West

SOUTH WEST COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL

Team:

Project:

Officially launched by Senior Minister Mr. Teo Chee Hean and Mayor of the South West District, Ms. 
Low Yen Ling at the National Clean and Green Singapore on 2 November 2019, the Sustainable 
South West (SSW) is a 10-year masterplan that succeeds the ECO Plan (Environmental and 
Community)eco plan South West and dovetails with national efforts to safeguard the environment 
for all. Working closely with partners such as the National Environment Agency, the plan strives to 
nurture a community that is environmentally conscious, practices an eco-lifestyle, and demonstrates 
community ownership. It aims to rally community participation in sustainability initiatives and 
inspire the adoption of green habits while nurturing our environment for the generations to come.

Description:

\  2019  \



Environmental Sustainability 
Merit Awards (Group)

Project:

Residential Audit with Nee Soon Spring CC
Team:

GAMBAS COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT WELFARE FUND COMMUNITY, REPUBLIC POLYTECHNIC 
SCHOOL OF ENGINEERING - DIPLOMA IN GREEN BUILDING ENERGY MANAGEMENT (NOW KNOWN AS 
DIPLOMA IN SUSTAINABLE BUILT ENVIRONMENT) SCHOOL OF MANAGEMENT AND COMMUNICATION - 
DIPLOMA IN SOCIAL ENTERPRISE MANAGEMENT (NOW KNOWN AS DIPLOMA IN BUSINESS)
Description:

This community project was a collaboration between the Gambas Community Development 
Welfare Fund Community, and Republic Polytechnic’s School of Engineering (SEG) and School 
of Management and Communication (SMC). The student final-year project aimed to help 15 lower 
income families in Canberra save on their monthly utility bills in energy and water consumption 
through an energy audit and water-saving tips. A total of 40 students comprising 9 project teams 
from the Diploma in Green Building Energy Management (now known as Diploma in Sustainable 
Built Environment) as well as 1 project team from the Diploma in Social Enterprise Management 
(now known as Diploma in Business) participated in this meaningful initiative from April to July 2019. 
Students from SEG worked on the technical aspect of the audit while students from SMC worked 
on the social aspect of the project by reaching out to the residents effectively. The experience 
yielded positive learning outcomes for our students, allowing them to make a difference to the 
community by applying their engineering knowledge and skillsets acquired in school. \  2019  \



Environmental Sustainability 
Merit Awards (Group)

Reduce @ North West

NORTH WEST COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL

Team:

Project:

Launched by the North West Community Development Council (CDC) in 2011, Reduce @ North 
West aims to inculcate resource conservation habits within the community and help needy families 
defray their utility bills. Student volunteers are trained as green advocates to spread tips on 
reduction in energy and water consumption; and food wastage through house visits. Apart from 
resource conservation, a social cause is also included. For each household that participates in 
the programme’s six-month energy and water audit challenge, $10 will be donated to help needy 
families through the North West Utilities Assistance Scheme.

As at December 2019, close to 20,000 households have pledged their commitment to conserve 
resources. This translated to at least 257,933 kWh of energy saved, enough to power up close to 
1,000 three-room flats for a month.

Description:

\  2019  \



Environmental Sustainability 
Merit Awards (Individual)

Team Singapore Athlete and Sustainability 
Advocate – Ms Azurah Khalid

AZURAH KHALID

Team:

Project:

Following a near-death car crash in 1999, Azurah Khalid now 34 years old, made a promise 
to live life to the fullest in pursuit of her passion – principally high-performance sports and 
environmentalism. Not only did Azurah represent team Singapore in two sports – women rugby 
and silat, but she is also a strong advocate of sustainability and equality. Believing all that we 
enjoy is provided through a sustained cycle, Azurah is motivated by her appreciation of mother 
nature to initiate conversations pertaining to the importance of conscious living. Thus, in 2014, 
Azurah decided to step up her pro-environment efforts by launching Wilder – a food & beverage 
platform that focuses on reducing water and food wastage, composting, and recycling. Through 
Wilder Azurah challenges the way people view food and their role in ensuring the sustainability of 
the natural world. She re-invents ways in which people prepare and treat food by putting her own 
innovative twists on conventional recipes and hacks.

Description:

\  2019  \



Environmental Sustainability 
Special Mention (Corporate)

Honk! (环宝) – A mobile app for digital 
recycling

Project:

\  2019  \

SUTD-MIT INTERNATIONAL DESIGN CENTRE

Team:

Honk! (环宝) is a mobile app that aims to support and sustain Singapore’s heritage recycling 
economy, traditionally known as the karung guni trade, in order to simultaneously increase the 
domestic recycling rate and improve economic opportunities for small-scale, mostly elderly 
recycling entrepreneurs. Around 90% of Singapore’s domestic recycled waste is collected by 
informal karung guni, not government-contracted public waste collectors (PWCs). Yet many still 
believe the karung guni is a ‘vanishing trade’ that will be unable to keep up with rising transport 
costs and emerging technologies. We designed and built HONK! to challenge the assumption 
that traditional trades and technological futures can’t be put together. Karung guni travel block to 
block, honking their iconic hand-held horn to notify residents of their presence. Our mobile app 
HONK!, utilizes cellular network technology with GPS to allow households and karung guni to 
connect and initiate trades in the ‘data cloud’.

Description:



Environmental Sustainability 
Special Mention (Corporate)

Dynamic Soft Facade for Active Air Flow 
Control (SFAAC)

SUTD-MIT INTERNATIONAL DESIGN CENTRE

Team:

Project:

This study aims to develop simple and efficient air flow separation control mechanisms for 
architectural and building structures. By controlling the flow in the wake regions of these structures 
we aim to improve ventilation and thermal comfort in their near fields. The approach uses simple 
undulatory surface motions of a soft façade unit to excite and control flow separation. Controlling 
the separation also enables the control of the resulting wake average velocities and fluctuation 
frequencies, both of which have been shown in earlier studies to be strong precursors of thermal 
comfort. SUTD expect this approach to impact thermal comfort management and energy usage in 
tropical cities. Award Submission were assessed by an excellent jury panel comprising corporate 
leaders and advisors from the arenas of business and sustainability.

Description:

\  2019  \



Environmental Sustainability 
Special Mention (Individual)

Green Interior Design

CALVIN TAN

Team:

Project:

Calvin has uploaded videos on Facebook, to share about how we can save the environment by 
using the right material or method. For example, using water savings tap, water closet, or energy 
saving air-conditioning units, set at the right temperature to save electricity, designing the interior 
space so as to allow natural air ventilation rather than using fan or air-conditioning. The whole 
idea is to have everyone try to help save the environment and use less energy and ultimately have 
less carbon footprints.

Description:

\  2019  \



Environmental Sustainability 
Special Mention (Individual)

Building 12, Qplex

LEE CHENG WEE

Team:

Project:

Building 12 is a shopping mall nestled in the heart of the massive Qplex commercial development 
in Shenzhen China. Encircled by a ring of offices, hotel and residential towers, the architecture 
of Building 12 plays the critical role of a visual respite and communal pulse of the development. 
The architectural vision is to create a commercially viable communal hot-spot for the Qplex 
community and surrounding neighborhoods. This project is an experiment to test how we can 
accommodate both commercial and communal activities, which often quick to be dismissed as 
mutually exclusive, in the same design. Instead of slapping on “industry-standard band-aids” 
for definition of community spaces, a lot of research was done in the locality in an attempt to 
understand the habits of the community as they go about their daily lives, how they work and 
what they do after the sun sets etc. This information was then reinterpreted architecturally and 
spatially into Building 12 and across the entire Qplex development.

Description:

\  2019  \



Social Sustainability 
Distinguished Awards (Group)

MAD in Singapore and North Bridge Road 
Community Garden

NANYANG POLYTECHNIC, SCHOOL OF DESIGN (ARCHITECTURE), URBAN 
REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY (URA)

‘MAD in Singapore’, was a 3-day design student-centric summit which took place in June 2017. 
The Summit was initiated and organised by NYP School of Design, Architecture Diploma with the 
support of URA under “My Favourite Place” Programme. The Summit enabled design students 
from institutions nationwide, to come together to initiate, cultivate, and implement projects for 
and with the public, and create a positive impact in various public spaces. 

The North Bridge Road Community Garden was a collaborative project with Jalan Besar Town 
Council and the realization of one of the projects initiated during the ‘MAD in Singapore’ summit 
by NYP School of Design students.

Team:

Description:

Project:

\  2019  \

(NIRIT RIVKA ELLENBOGEN (TEAM LEADER), ZALINA SAPIE, LIM WEI LING, LOW CHIOU JIING, YANG PEI KHOON, MUHAMMAD IRFAN BIN ZAILAN, 
SEAN XAVIER DAS, JORDAN LIM CHING KEAT, LEE ZHAN KUAN OLIVERO, MUHAMMAD HAMIZAN BIN NORHISAM, MUHAMMAD SAHARI BIN ROSLI)



Social Sustainability 
Distinguished Awards (Group)

Team Nila

SPORT SINGAPORE (VOLUNTEER ENGAGEMENT & PARTNERSHIP) AND TEAM NILA

Team Nila is one of the key recommendations of Vision 2030. It leverages sport as a platform to 
engage our population to be active citizens. With over 26,000 volunteers, Team Nila is a national 
movement that promotes giving and active citizen participation through sport. In 2019, Team Nila 
provided a broader range of volunteering opportunities for its members through the Five Giving 
Platforms to enhance capacity for the sports eco-system. It also put in place a system for the 
continual enhancement of its volunteers’ capabilities and capacity to provide greater sporting 
experience for all. This has brought about over 300,000 volunteering hours between 2018 and 
2019, demonstrating Team Nila’s effectiveness in galvanising a broad segment of the community 
to be active and caring citizens through meaningful and sustainable volunteering opportunities. 
Committed to promoting a culture of doing good in Singapore, Team Nila has brought thousands 
of people from all walks of life together through their leadership and warmth. They are a catalyst 
for building a caring and cohesive society.

Team:

Description:

Project:

\  2019  \



Social Sustainability 
Merit Awards (Corporate)

Love Gaia

GOODRICH GLOBAL

Goodrich Global is passionate in driving charitable causes. They strongly believe in enriching 
lives and promoting empathy in their organization. In 2014, they were honoured to work alongside 
Mediacorp and Dr. Door in the RenovAID project. They supported the renovation of homes for the 
less fortunate. Goodrich Global are glad to be able to revitalize not only their homes, but lives too. 
The fulfilling feeling of giving back those in need is unparalleled. And these new completed homes 
were telecasted through 6 episodes on Channel 5. They also have received Letters of Appreciation 
from social organizations such as AWWA, MINDS and St Andrew Autism Centre for helping in 
providing materials so as to aide their efforts in public education, community engagement and 
advocacy. Goodrich Global recognise the need to inspire their staff through such support. They 
aim to pave the way of charitable acts and motivate others to follow the same.

Team:

Description:

Project:

\  2019  \



Social Sustainability 
Merit Awards (Corporate)

Wheel-U

DESIGN ODYSSEY, SUTD-MIT INTERNATIONAL DESIGN CENTRE.
(SEAH QI YAN, RACHEL CHIA, CHUA QI BAO (RILEY), FENG ZHENGQING MARK)

Wheel-U is a passion project turned into a social enterprise idea aiming to bring greater 
independence to the wheelchair community in Singapore, by reducing their reliance on wheelchair 
friendly facilities in public. Throughout the city, wheelchair facilities exist, but are not always readily 
available, which reduces a wheelchair user’s ability to carry out day-to-day activities. While the 
wheelchair is an indispensable equipment to this community, it has the potential to provide much 
greater support to the user. What if there was a way to better integrate these amenities into their 
lives? At Wheel-U, we aspire to incorporate multi-faceted features into the wheelchair. With our 
wheelchair assistive devices, such as U-Table, a portable, retrofitted table, we hope to empower 
users. Special features in our devices, such as height and angle adjustment, personalise their 
use of our devices, saving them the trouble of looking for a secondary wheelchair friendly table 
when eating or reading. Through working closely and conducting user-testing of our devices 
with Singaporean paralympian, Mr Jason Chee, SUTD have developed greater empathy and 
understanding of the needs of this community.

Team:

Description:

Project:

\  2019  \



Social Sustainability 
Merit Awards (Group)

Revival Waste

DESIGN ODYSSEY, SUTD-MIT INTERNATIONAL DESIGN CENTRE.
(PHANG YING XIAN BRYAN, LOH JIAN AN LIONELL, ANDRE HADIANTO, IGNASIA HANNY, CHLOE ZHENG XINYI, KANG JUN YAN KARYL, SEE YONG CHUN)

Under Design Odyssey programme of Overseas Social Immersion trip, SUTD formed a team with 
various backgrounds and skillsets to come up with a social initiative in Vietnam. They conducted 
site visits, interviews, exposed themselves to Vietnam’s history, heard first-hand from professionals. 
The team in Ho Chi Minh City decided to tackle the environmental issues in Vietnam by designing 
solutions for their partner, a local environmental company called NHC. NHC is an emerging, 
environmental Vietnam-based company that sees a potential in what other recycling companies 
would consider as a dead waste. Currently NHC have 120 volunteers around Ho Chi Minh City 
and 40 collection point stations. NHC aims to have 10 million users within the next 5 years. SUTD 
created a platform for collectors and recyclers so that the trash collection process becomes 
more efficient. The collectors at the designated stations will be able to scan the QR code of the 
individual recyclers that comes in to donate their trash. The collector will then key in the weight to 
update the system and at the same time the recyclers will gain points that can be used to redeem 
products from online shops partnered with NHC.

Team:

Description:

Project:

\  2019  \



Social Sustainability 
Special Mention (Individual)

That Is The Way To Show The World (II) 
– We Can

WAN KUM WAH RICHARD

Hawker Culture in Singapore is an integral part of the way of life for Singaporeans, where people 
from all walks of life gather to dine over nice hawker food. Local dessert might just be a street 
food in casual dining but a multicultural heritage of a hungry metropolis. It is no surprise Singapore 
stands out to be recognizable in good and cheap food as a city of love with plenty of gastronomic 
delights. Richard will like to invite the world to know Singaporeans are united by nice food. through 
his original music video featuring local dessert (with food innovation), using this title – “That Is The 
Way To Show The World” (II). His animation music video has received international recognition 
from the followings: – Best International Film in Royal Bali International Bifest Film Award 2018 
(Indonesia) – Prestigious honorary China Dalem from King Majapahit at Mancawarna Tampaksiring 
– Nomination for UNESCO (Hawker Culture), with National Heritage Board (Singapore).

Team:

Description:

Project:

\  2019  \
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Environmental Sustainability 
Distinguished Awards (Corporate)

UGLY FOOD

SINGAPORE UNIVERSITY OF TECHNOLOGY AND DESIGN (SUTD), SUTD-MIT 
INTERNATIONAL DESIGN CENTRE (IDC)

Team:

Project:

UglyFood diverts food away from the landfill by transforming it into delectable and healthy food 
products.

Our project currently focuses on reducing wastage due to cosmetic filtering. We partner with 
fresh produce retailers and purchase their possibly rejected produce at lowered prices.

As an F&B social enterprise, we have range of products such as popsicles, cold‐pressed juices, 
and teas.

UglyFood hope to inspire people to make a change in their lifestyle, to be planet‐friendly, by 
imparting relevant skills and broadening their mind with less known stories and statistics.

Description:

\  2018  \



Environmental Sustainability 
Distinguished Awards (Group)

Recycle @ North West

YANG MEI LING, BEH TAI KUAN, ISSAC NG, CHIAN YU LING, DAVID LEE, WILLIAM LIM

Team:

Project:

Household recycling rate had stagnated at around 20% between 2005 and 2015, and an alarming 
30% to 50% of the items deposited in the blue recycling bins in HDB estates are not recyclable 
due to food and liquid waste contamination.

To make a difference and change the way residents recycle, North West CDC has been building 
a network of green volunteers to set up Active Recycling Points under Recycle @ North West 
programme around the district since October 2011.

Recycle @ North West is under the 3Rs pillar (Reduce, Reuse and Recycle) of Green Living @ 
North West. This is not an end but a means to promote the bigger environmental key message – 
that is on resource conservation and sustainable living.

Description:

\  2018  \



Environmental Sustainability 
Distinguished Awards (Individual)

Conservation and Biomimicry - stitching 
Nature, People and Design

ANUJ JAIN

Team:

Project:

Anuj started out as an Engineer but soon realized during his course at the Nanyang Technological 
University, that nature was his calling. Upon graduating with a First-Class Honors (Class of 2007) 
from NTU, he took up a design engineer’s job at Marvell Semiconductors Asia but quickly turned 
to volunteering for nature with mentorship and support from Singapore’s embracing nature 
community. While volunteering with Team Seagrass, Naked Hermit Crabs (a group to spread 
awareness about Singapore’s intertidal and coastal habitats), Nature Society (Singapore) and 
the National Parks Board, he bagged certifications and courses. Over the period of next 2 years, 
he became a popular nature guide actively guiding in the butterflies, plants and occasionally 
birds and intertidal community. In 2010, Anuj resigned his engineer’s job and turned to nature 
conservation full-time to pursue his love of Singapore’s natural heritage particularly butterflies.

Description:

\  2018  \



Environmental Sustainability 
Merit Awards (Corporate)

TROPICAL TYPOLOGY ‐ Climate‐
Responsive Passive Design Strategies for 
Tropical High‐Density Housing

SINGAPORE UNIVERSITY OF TECHNOLOGY AND DESIGN (SUTD), SUTD-MIT 
INTERNATIONAL DESIGN CENTRE (IDC)

The Tropical Typology project aims to give designers typological expertise and direct environmental 
feedback on climate responsive building configurations, floorplan layouts, and façade designs 
for high‐dense housing in the tropics. The intent is to foster design workflows that combines the 
knowledge that can be gained from a typology of climate‐responsive layouts with an evidence‐
based evaluation of the climatic performance of design iterations by means of a simulation tool 
developed in this research that generates and intuitive performance and energy visualizations.

Team:

Description:

Project:

\  2018  \



Environmental Sustainability 
Merit Awards (Corporate)

Interactive Multi-Objective Optimisation 
Tools for Parametric Modelling and 
Environmental Simulation

SINGAPORE UNIVERSITY OF TECHNOLOGY AND DESIGN (SUTD), SUTD-MIT 
INTERNATIONAL DESIGN CENTRE (IDC)

Team:

Project:

Interactive Multi‐Objective Optimisation Tools for Parametric Modelling and Environmental 
Simulation is a research project that develops tools for the design of more resource‐ and energy‐
efficient buildings and cities through several advances that significantly improve the integration 
of simulation‐based optimization into design practice. 

The project achieves this through an innovative interdisciplinary approach that includes design 
practice, building optimization and mathematical optimization. 

Description:

\  2018  \



Environmental Sustainability 
Merit Awards (Corporate)

Passive Soft-Robots for Long-Term Marine 
Pollution Studies

SINGAPORE UNIVERSITY OF TECHNOLOGY AND DESIGN (SUTD), SUTD-MIT 
INTERNATIONAL DESIGN CENTRE (IDC)

Team:

Project:

This study aims to develop simple soft‐robots that can be used as markers in marine coastal 
zones to characterize the spatial and temporal evolution of bio‐chemical phenomena. Control 
algorithms will exploit robot natural dynamics and hydrodynamic sensing capabilities to use 
background currents for locomotion. This phoretic relation with the environment will allow a fleet of 
robots to conserve energy and survive long‐term deployments. In‐situ measurements of chemical 
concentrations will be used to define/inform robot trajectories such that the robot fleet can act as 
“imaging” agents of various chemical and biological compounds and help test pollution models.

Description:

\  2018  \



Environmental Sustainability
Merit Awards (Group)

COOP

DO AGENCY SCHOOL OF DESIGN NANYANG POLYTECHNIC

Team:

Project:

c o o p is a system of architecture kit-of-parts that intent to empower individuals and communities 
to work together to build their own spatial needs and interventions. Similar to the idea of modular 
building toys, we enlarge the same fun into life size architecture modules for people to build 
their own spatial needs. It encourages people to gain the ownership of making with its ease of 
construction assisted by advanced digital technology.

c o o p is recon gurable and reusable. It is designed with the ability to adapt to different social, 
cultural and environmental contexts coupled with unique modes of operations. It is best enjoyed 
with a group of friends or neighbours, providing ease and a greater sense of achievement, fun 
and joy in making their own unique spaces.

Description:

\  2018  \



Environmental Sustainability 
Merit Awards (Group)

Dense and Green Building Typologies

THOMAS SCHROEPFER, SACHA MENZ, MICHELLE YINGYING JIANG, RICHARD BELCHER, 
EMEK ERDOLU, MAYANK KAUSHAL, THIBAULT PILSUDSKI, PRASHANTH RAJU, ESTER 
SUEN, JONATHAN TAN KOON NGEE

Team:

Project:

Dense and Green Building Typologies is a five-year research project of FCL, established by the Swiss 
Federal Institute of Technology Zurich (ETHZ) and the National Research Foundation Singapore in 
collaboration with key academic partners including SUTD. FCL studies sustainable future cities 
through science, by design and in place, with its High Density Mixed-Use Cities Scenario developing 
new integrated planning paradigms, research methodologies and implementation processes 
to support higher population densities, higher standards of environmental sustainability and 
enhanced liveability. As part of that scenario, Dense and Green Building Typologies investigates 
systematically the urban, architectural, environmental, social, and economic benefits of large 
buildings with integrated green spaces in high-density contexts through a series of in-depth case 
studies. The research is conducted in close collaboration with a number of Government agencies 
including the URA, HDB, PUB, and NParks.

Description:

\  2018  \



Environmental Sustainability 
Merit Awards (Group)

SINGAPORE JUNIOR WATER PRIZE

NGEE ANN POLYTECHNIC (NP) WITH LIEN FOUNDATION (LF), SEMBCORP INDUSTRIES (SI) 
AND, PUB (SINGAPORE’S NATIONAL WATER AGENCY)

Team:

Project:

The Singapore Junior Water Prize (SJWP) is a national competition that is held annually since 
2008. The aim of this competition is to allow youths to participate in an experiential journey to 
understand and appreciate water-related issues, and to propose impactful solutions.

The national competition is open to teams that submit projects that enhance the quality of life, 
through improvement of water quality, water resources management, water and wastewater 
treatment, water education or social aspects of water. Projects may focus on local or global 
topics. The winning team from Singapore will go on to compete against winners from all other 
participating countries to vie for the top prize at the prestigious Stockholm Junior Water Prize 
which is held annually in Sweden during the World Water Week.

Description:

\  2018  \



Social Sustainability 
Merit Awards (Corporate)

Creative Ageing City

SINGAPORE UNIVERSITY OF TECHNOLOGY AND DESIGN (SUTD), SUTD-MIT 
INTERNATIONAL DESIGN CENTRE (IDC)

Team:

Project:

Can ageing cities be creative? How can the ageing population contribute as a positive force towards 
urban design and place-making? What are the opportunities, mechanisms and collaborative 
design processes that we can build on to facilitate a better environment for older population as 
well as to promote inter-generational interactions? These are some of the questions addressed in 
our participatory action research project Creative Ageing City. 

By applying the Creative Ageing City design framework, they have organized and conducted 
several participatory community design workshops with various communities in Singapore since 
2013, to gain more insights on co-design processes. These have also led to several design 
prototypes and made an impact in the field of social design.

Description:

\  2018  \



Social Sustainability
Merit Awards (Corporate)

Incorporating Service-Learning in 
Engineering Design Module

REPUBLIC POLYTECHNIC

Team:

Project:

This initiative has successfully incorporated Engineering-in-Community (EIC) into Engineering 
Design module (E112) which has benefited 874 School of Engineering (SEG) students. This 
breakthrough has provided SEG students the rare opportunity to interact with beneficiaries, 
teaching them mobile apps, visiting places with enhanced technologies, and also carrying out 
interviews on their daily lives and understanding their needs. These fruitful sessions formed the 
basis for ideation of their project and inspired prototype for this module.

Description:

\  2018  \



Social Sustainability 
Merit Awards (Group)

Seeing the Obvious

ONG GUAT TENG (LEADER), YAMAMURA AYA,CASSANDRA TAN ZHI YIN, CHEN SHI TING, 
CHRISTINE ST KNIGHT, ERAWATI LIM, GOH JING YU, MUHAMMAD NAZLY BIN RUSALI, 
NAURA SHAMIM KHAN BINTE KABEER KHAN, NURUL NATASHAH BINTE RASHID, PAI JUN 
HENG ALVIN, TEO LI MIN CELINE, TING YI FENG

Seeing The Obvious is a mini carnival initiated by Let’s Go Play Outside!, a ground-up social 
art project by 3Pumpinks. It aims to explore the potential of using art and design to enliven 
public space and empower the spirit of the community. Its approach is rooted in the multi- 
disciplinary; involving music, movement, drama, visual arts, design and more. It engages Visual 
Communication students with the residents of the housing precinct, inspiring them to create a 
playful living environment in which residents across different socio-economic backgrounds and 
age groups, can enjoy together. The key element is ‘play’, a play on the eyes, a play on words, or 
play as an activity. No matter what it relates to, the residents can have moments of respite from 
the stresses of daily life.

Team:

Description:

Project:

\  2018  \



In My Shoes Movement

DIPNA LIM PRASAD (TEAM SINGAPORE HURDLER), JAMES WALTON (DELOITTE 
SINGAPORE) AND SPORT SINGAPORE.

Team:

Project:

In My Shoes is a movement co-founded byTeamSingapore athlete Dipna Lim-Prasad and 
Deloitte’s Clients & Markets Partner James Walton in support for youth, education, inclusivity and 
integration. The movement collects pre-loved good condition sports shoes and cleans, packages 
and redistributes them to those in need with motivational messaging and support in coaching 
through a variety of activities and camps.

The objective of the movement is more than just giving shoes – it is about giving beneficiaries the 
opportunities to lead an active lifestyle, to improve their health and wellbeing as well as to inspire 
them to work towards a brighter future.

Description:

Social Sustainability 
Merit Awards (Group)

\  2018  \



Social Sustainability 
Merit Awards (Individual)

Adopt a Community

MARIA TERESA ABELANES

Team:

Project:

The youth expedition project to Sitio Manalpaac began in September 2017. Sitio Manalpaac is a 
village in Cauayan City in the Philippines where families who used to live in flood prone areas are 
relocated. Most of the residents are either unemployed or working as farmers.

The surroundings in the village are now brighter at nighttime as compared to the past where it 
was pitch black in certain areas. The locals can now venture outside of their homes at night.
The resident of the house where we installed solar lamps in September 2017 said that she had 
considerable savings in her electricity bills as they had been relying mostly on the solar lamps.

Description:

\  2018  \



 /   2017   /



Environmental Sustainability 
Distinguished Awards (Corporate)

Action. SMU GROW Initiates Community 
Bonding and Sustainable Practices

SINGAPORE MANAGEMENT UNIVERSITY

Team:

Project:

SMU GROW was launched in January 2015, with an urban farm on SMU campus, right in the 
heart of the city, and was marked by the planting of two nutmeg trees by SMU President Arnoud 
de Meyer, and Ms Deni se Phua, Mayor, Central Community Development Council (CDC), to 
honour the campus site chosen, which used to be a nutmeg plantation.

The university believe the simple act of planting can inform and shape our views on life, society 
and the world in which we live in.

SMU GROW is a university-wide programme that involves students, staff and faculty in cultivating 
change through experiential and reflexive learning.

Description:

\  2017  \



Environmental Sustainability 
Distinguished Awards (Group)

Back to School Programme

SIOW CHIN YEE, ELLIE YEE, KOH DENG YANG, TOH SING RU, BRYAN LIM

Team:

Project:

The team participated in the BCA-MOE Back to School programme (B2S) is collaboration between 
BCA and MOE to (1) green schools, (2) enhance student engagement & education in environmental 
sustainability and to (3) groom the next generation of “green-collar” workforce. 

Under the programme, the team, formed by students from different Institutes of Higher Learning 
(IHLs), was given the learning opportunity to be the Green Mark consultants. They have convinced 
schools to come on board the green journey and helped their alma maters (Primary or secondary 
schools) attain the BCA Green Mark certification. As part of the certification process, gap analysis 
on the schools’ infrastructure and environmental programme will be conducted by these students 
before proposing recommendations to improve the school’s environmental performance. These 
students are personally mentored and guided by BCA officers.

Description:

\  2017  \



Environmental Sustainability 
Distinguished Awards (Individual)

Sungei Ulu Pandan Learning Trail

MARIAM MATHEW

Team:

Project:

nspired by PUB’s vision for harnessing Singapore’s limited water resources and the requirements 
of the ABC Waters Management module for the Diploma in Environmental & Water Technology 
(EWT) that she is in charge of, Mariam transformed standard classroom learning into an outdoor 
field learning experience for her students. This immersive student development programme would 
also fulfil her aim of developing an integrative educational learning trail for Sungei Ulu Pandan to 
enhance public awareness about ABC (Active, Beautiful and Clean) design features and their role 
in sustainable water management and creating more green spaces for the community to enjoy.

Together with inputs from PUB, Mariam and her students planned and developed the Sungei Ulu 
Pandan learning trail project. There was on-site training for the EWT students to familiarise them 
with the ABC design features. She also guided her students to create an educational booklet that 
is informative yet easy-to-understand and well-designed. This booklet has been accepted by 
PUB for printing and distribution to participants of the learning trails.

Description:

\  2017  \



Environmental Sustainability 
Merit Awards (Corporate)

DIY Floating Wetlands

NGEE ANN POLYTECHNIC

Team:

Project:

Our eco-friendly Floating Wetlands (FWs) are ‘floating islands’ made from green, sustainable 
materials to provide a conducive environment for microbial and plant species to remove unwanted 
nutrients and pollution from water. It is a sustainable water management system harnessing natural 
biological processes without use of chemicals or producing waste sludge. These simple ‘plug-&-
play’ systems are easily deployed and have the added advantage of attracting biodiversity at the 
site.  

As the deployed FW units establish on site, they enhance the surrounding biodiversity by attracting 
insects, birds and fishes. Ngee Ann Polytechnic’s DIY FW initiative has the potential to grow as 
an international environmental movement like tree planting or coastal cleanup activities. It has 
received accolades and attracted interests from local and international media.

Description:
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Environmental Sustainability 
Merit Awards (Corporate)

Green Living @ North West

NORTH WEST CDC

Team:

Project:

North West CDC and National Environment Agency (NEA) jointly launched the district-wide 10-
year Eco Plan, titled “Green Living @ North West” in 2009. This is in support of the Sustainable 
Singapore Blueprint, which aims to strengthen efforts to galvanise and empower the community 
to take on greater environmental ownership.

Since the launch of the Green Living @ North West, CDC rolled out over 110 programmes to reach 
out to more than 700,000 residents. 

In 2016 alone, 117 agencies, corporate organisations and schools partnered with North West 
CDC, and 8,875 volunteers were recruited and trained.

Description:

\  2017  \



Environmental Sustainability 
Merit Awards (Corporate)

Soil Chain System

SYSTEMNIX ASIA

Team:

Project:

Soil ChainTM system is a legend in both the construction and engineering industry, as permanent 
civil structure are now be able to construct, without using any single hard material, or any kind 
substance that create chemical reaction. It’s design and method able to free from utilizing water 
or energy during construction, yet it is able to produce so much more benefits which compares 
with those conventional.

All components is made out of recyclable material, which design to control plastic wastes, while 
it construction method tremendously reduces construction waste or heavy machinery usage 
that effectively eliminate carbon emission. Through the invention, it further produce substantial 
reduction towards air, noise and heat pollution.

Description:
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Environmental Sustainability 
Merit Awards (Corporate)

Sustainable Urban Solution

National University of Singapore, Serie + Multiply Consultants Pte Ltd, 
Surbana Jurong Consultants Pte Ltd,Transsolar Klima Engineering Pte Ltd

Team:

Project:

The NUS SDE4 building targets to be fully powered by on‐site renewable energy, yet is fully‐
functional as a “live” building. As there are not many net zero energy buildings in the world, NUS 
SDE4 aims to demonstrate that zero energy live buildings are indeed possible. Surbana Jurong’s 
Sustainability team were the sustainability consultants for this project. SJ is also the architect‐on‐ 
record for this project, while the concept architects are Serie & Multiply. As the first purpose‐built 
net zero energy building commissioned by a ter ary ins tu on, NUS SDE4 will make the case – 
through design and, eventual operations – that stringent energy targets for Singapore buildings 
are possible and can lead to a meaningful, usable and deligh ul architecture. The project is a 
proof of concept that high‐comfort, biophilic experience is not at odds with energy targets, and 
that the two are in fact synergis c. In addition to achieving the net zero energy target, the building 
provides users with healthy spaces where staff and students can interact, creating the social 
quality desired to spur creavity and innovation.

Description:
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Environmental Sustainability 
Merit Awards (Corporate)

Gernise’s Journey to True Global Citizenship

GERNISE GLOBAL PTE LTD

Team:

Project:

Gernise Global has in recent years geared ourselves towards environmental sustainability. They 
started off in 2014 as a company distributing plastic films to manufacturing firms, but have later 
on added more components to their portfolio. In 2015, they took up distributorship of ecoWare 
which produces dining and kitchenware made of bamboo fibre. In early 2017, we went on to take 
up exclusive distributorship of Husk’sWare. Husk’sWare produces dining ware and kitchenware 
made of rice husks which would otherwise have been burnt away. Its products are thus plastic-
free, biodegradable and eco-friendly, helping to reduce waste both at the production and post-
consumer stage. Together with their principal, they have supported environmental initiatives by 
youth such as the Tumbler Experiment by Project bECOme. In line with this development, multiple 
eco-friendly habits have also been adopted in office and in conducting our business. They range 
from reducing plastic and paper waste to saving electricity and increasing greenery. With hope that 
in process of promoting Husk’sWare and interacting with more people, environmental awareness 
will be raised and be a positive example for others looking to be more eco-friendly in their lives.

Description:
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Environmental Sustainability 
Merit Awards (Individual)

GOL.D - Starting From the Schools (Green 
Our Little Red Dot)

JOANNE KOH PHUAY THENG

Team:

Project:

GOL.D started in 2015 when a project is initiated for students to go back to their secondary schools 
to see how they can help schools to do more in environmental sustainability. In the process, we 
come to find out about PSTLES (Public Sector Taking The Lead in Environmental Sustainability) 
which encourages schools to achieve a gold award in BCA Green Mark (School) scheme by 2020. 

In GOL.D, the students who have knowledge in environmental sustainability in existing buildings, 
first played the role of the auditor to find out areas of improvements, then play the role of an 
alumni to work with teachers and their juniors to execute the recommendation. It was a win-win 
situation for all stakeholders as schools learnt of the ways they can adopt to reduce energy and 
water usage and students contribute to their alma mater and at the same time, enhanced their 
own learning.

Description:
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Environmental Sustainability 
Merit Awards (Individual)

Overseas Community Project - Light of Aoral

CHEAH SWEE HOCK FEDERICK

Team:

Project:

The overseas community project titled “Light of Aoral” started in October 2008 where a group of 
engineering students from Temasek Polytechnic went to Cambodia to provide lights to a remote 
training centre located in Aoral supported by a Singapore based NGO, Project Khmer Hope. The 
training centre equip the poor Cambodian youths with marketable skills such as basic technical 
skills training to enable them to break out of the poverty cycle.    

Since the training centre is located in a remote part of Cambodia, there is no grid electricity 
available. Electricity is obtained from generator running on diesel and the cost of operations 
is high. In 2008, Temasek Polytechnic managed to find sponsors to fund the installation of a 
1KW Photovoltaic system where it will provide electricity for the centre. The staff and students 
volunteered for this overseas community project and together with the locals, they set up the 
photovoltaic system. It provided continuous supply of electricity to the centre. It also provides 
electricity to power the fans during the hot seasons when classes are held.

Description:
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Environmental Sustainability 
Merit Awards (Individual)

Greenridge Primary School

TERENCE TAN

Team:

Project:

It goes without saying that going green is the way of the future. Creating green spaces filled with 
lush planting can only lead to a multitude of better outcomes cleaner air, enriched biodiversity, 
a happier populace. As such, it is only natural that the importance of such city greening be 
impressed upon the next generation; love for urban vegetation should be instilled at an early age.

Greenridge Primary school’s OEL garden encourages learning beyond the classroom. An elevated 
rain garden is located beside 2 connecting eco-ponds that serve as sub- surface constructed 
wetlands. Three different lookout decks are strategically inserted into the landscape, allowing 
students to get up close to the systems, making it all the easier for them to observe, inquire 
and learn from nature. In order to augment the biodiversity on site, myriad plant species were 
introduced, creating many habitats and food sources that attracted animals and insects. As an 
outdoor classroom, the OEL garden is meant to inspire students and inject in them a healthy dose 
of the spirit of inquiry.

Description:
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Environmental Sustainability 
Merit Awards (Individual)

BCA Skylab

TAN SZUE HANN

Team:

Project:

BCA SkyLab reflects the aspirations of Singapore’s Building and Construction Authority in 
enhancing the nation’s awareness in efficient, low-energy building design and construction. With 
its plug-and-play capability, it offers an opportunity for all stakeholders (e.g. Developer, building 
design consultants, contractors, building component suppliers, facility operators and end users) 
to explore the use of new and innovative products in the market through real-life simulations. It 
is the first tropical high-rise rotating building laboratory in the world, and it is also a Green Mark 
Platinum building. 

The BCA SkyLab also allows for the calibration and validation of building design simulation software, 
to enable further development of such tools to cater to our climate and real-life conditions, in 
order to guarantee more accurate results in our design process for the building industry. This is 
key to the pursuit for a landscape of low-energy high-rise, zero-energy mid-rise and positive-
energy low-rise buildings in Singapore.

Description:

\  2017  \



Environmental Sustainability 
Merit Awards (Individual)

Marsiling Primary School

TERENCE TAN

Team:

Project:

The Marsiling Primary Outdoor Experiential Learning (OEL) garden is one such project that 
transforms an unassuming and underutilized corner into a place of beauty and respite. Located 
at the northern region of Singapore at Woodlands Centre Road, this garden is meant to serve 
both the students and the staff of Marsiling Primary School.   

Marsiling Primary School’s OEL garden encourages learning beyond the classroom. The layout 
and design of the hardscape has been carefully done in a way that introduces a sense of adventure 
into the tiny space, aiming to draw students into the garden. The selection of plants has been 
curated to reflect the science syllabus being taught within the classroom, and the vivarium, which 
showcases a variety of aquatic plants and animals, is also an echo of the ecosystems that students 
learn about in their textbooks.

Description:
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Social Sustainability 
Distinguished Awards (Corporate)

Decoding & Preserving Singapore’s Hawker 
Classic Dishes

TEMASEK POLYTECHNIC

Team:

Project:

The purpose of this project was to create an awareness and interest among the Singapore youth to 
help preserve our hawker food culture. Inspired in 2010 by Professor Tommy Koh who commented 
the need to preserve the integrity of our hawker dishes by teaching them, this started the 5-year 
journey that involved some staff and students from the Diploma in Baking and Culinary Science 
to research and develop some popular hawker dishes of different cultural groups.

Description:
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Social Sustainability 
Distinguished Awards (Corporate)

ActiveSG - A National Movement for Living 
Better Through Sport

SPORT SINGAPORE

Team:

Project:

After an eight month public consultation, a report, ‘Vision 2030: Live Better Through Sport’, 
comprising 20 recommendations were put together. The project outlined operational strategies 
for sport management and development to 2030 and recast sport as a strategic resource for the 
nation. One of the recommendations, the ‘Super Sports Club’ was realised through the inception 
of ActiveSG in April 2014. Tapping on the basic human need to belong, ActiveSG was set up by 
Sport Singapore to get people active in sport, in the community, in health, in society. ActiveSG 
created environments where people could come together with family and friends, as well as 
complete strangers, to enjoy themselves through sport. Sport is the common language, one that 
connects people in different ways. As a result, ActiveSG took shape as a national movement for 
people from all walks of life. Not only has it grown sport participation, ActiveSG is transforming 
the way people embed sport in their lives.

Description:
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Social Sustainability 
Distinguished Awards (Individual)

Urban Greenery Workshops for Primary and 
Secondary Schools in Singapore

DR. TAN CHUN LIANG

Team:

Project:

The workshops research focus is on urban greenery and sustainable design. Dr. Tan believe that 
this information is important but inaccessible to the younger audience because certain concepts 
are too technical to understand and to appreciate at such a tender age. Therefore, he have 
initiated an outreach programme to share this knowledge with primary and secondary school 
students, with an emphasis on learning by playing.

Description:
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Social Sustainability 
Merit Awards (Corporate)

Wiki Reno Mobile

WIKI RENO PTE LTD

Team:

Project:

Wikireno provides a community platform where end users can browse through the largest available 
aggregation of renovated homes in Singapore to reach out to their ideal designer. 

New homeowners can glean inspiration from visuals of completed projects, shortlist what catches 
their interest by location, and arrange a site visit to check out the quality of the interior works in 
person before committing with any interior design firms. By providing a social landscape where 
these elements – the sharing of ideas, curation of workmanship, a medium for feedback and helpful 
tips in home renovations, and a showcase for beautiful designs to be enjoyed by homeowners 
and the general public alike – can come together in harmony under one app, it delivers a social 
service to the mobile-literate public. The app even comes equipped with a defect-checker to aid 
homeowners in the fuss-free creation of a defect profile, that can then be generated into a PDF 
file, thus minimising the time taken in reporting defects.

Description:
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Social Sustainability 
Merit Awards (Corporate)

Sportcares - A Foundation and Movement to 
Empower the Vulnerable through Sport

SPORT SINGAPORE

Team:

Project:

SportCares is a social development programme using sport to improve the lives of underprivileged 
children, youth-at-risk, needy seniors and people with physical and/or intellectual disabilities in 
our city. It was the first recommendation to be launched under Vision 2030: Live Better Through 
Sport, the new master plan for sport in Singapore, in 2012. SportCares is a foundation and is 
at the heart of a growing national movement to use sport for social good by empowering the 
vulnerable. SportCares is driven by three aspirations: to nurture personal empowerment, promote 
social inclusion and build community bridging through sport. Since launching its first prosocial 
football programme for 90 at- risk youth in March 2013, SportCares has touched the lives of more 
than 12,000 children and youth and 6,000 adults. We started with the concept of inclusion but 
have evolved into a social integration programme through sport.

Description:

\  2017  \



Social Sustainability 
Merit Awards (Corporate)

Loving Our Neighbours

ST. LUKE’S ELDERCARE LTD

Team:

Project:

The Wellness Kampung at our North cluster was St. Luke’s first aging-in-place pilot for our elderly. 
It has three unique features. Firstly, the Wellness Kampung pilots our GRACE model of care. In 
short, the model looks beyond health-related quality of life (e.g. managing dysfunction) to social 
care-related quality of life (e.g. dignity, social participation), as elderly age within the community. 
This means bringing space and programme design together. For example, 1/3 of space across 
the cluster’s 3 centres is shared space for activities with the Nee Soon community, including a 
community garden and library. Secondly, the Wellness Kampung integrates 12 existing services 
into one cluster. This ranges from generic community care to weekend respite and community 
engagement. The centres are family to many. Thirdly, activities are anchored in principles of 
integrated care, intergenerational bonding and community integration. For example, we proactively 
match health and social care to families of elderly with dementia and enjoy a variety of activities 
with church and school volunteers from around Singapore.

Description:
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Social Sustainability 
Merit Awards (Group)

Farm-A-Life

JAVIER ANGEL ANNE NAZARETH, SIM TAI JIN, WIBOWO FREDY, LEE YI RACHEL, FAKHRUL 
‘IZZAT BIN AHMAD ZALI, ZALINA SAPIE, LIM WEI LING

Team:

Project:

Farm A-Life is the conception of a new spatial typology using co-programming and co-location in 
planning for a social and community facility within a single location for interdependency amongst 
the community, while readapting new uses to unoccupied built environment.  

This integration of different community groups not only optimises the use of land, encourages 
greater interaction between multiple users and service providers and enhancing mutual 
understanding and social outcomes, more importantly it allows regeneration of people and their 
viability in the society, inducing interdependency between people to create a more cohesive 
ecosystem in our society.

Description:

\  2017  \



Social Sustainability 
Merit Awards (Individual)

Connect-A-Senior Interaction Gadget

CASSANDRA SEAH

Team:

Project:

This device utilizes 3D motion sensing technology, projection and interactive online games that 
encourage the increasing number of elderly to enhance their memory, thinking and emotional 
well-being, delaying disease onset through the internet-of-things. It encourages social interaction 
and cognitive stimulation to reduce boredom and increase social interaction through games and 
creating a more enjoyable community experience eventually reducing the potential of increasing 
burden of healthcare in Singapore through the delay of disease onset. This will also be a more 
enjoyable interaction with technology, encouraging elderly to explore new arenas through games 
and incentives catered to meet their needs and preferences.

Description:
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Social Sustainability 
Merit Awards (Individual)

That Is The Way We Show The World

WAN KUM WAH RICHARD

Team:

Project:

Children songs need to be specially written in helping children to be future-ready as these serve as 
role models for moral education. Songs with meaningful lyrics promote emotional attachments to 
one’s country for children to understand what is “national identity” & “community bonding”. Good 
upbringing and moral education build cities of love, culture and good etiquette. This broadens a 
child’s vision of many aspects in life.  

Description:
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Social Sustainability 
Merit Awards (Individual)

Matchlink: A Multi-Sensorial Game for 
People with Dementia

CASSANDRA SEAH

Team:

Project:

As Singapore faces population aging, an increasing number of people have been diagnosed 
with Dementia. It is essential to reduce the impacts of this crisis by mitigating the effects of the 
problem through cognitive stimulation and social interaction. Sensory stimulation can improve 
the wellbeing of people with Dementia (PWD) and their caregivers by reducing their susceptibility 
to developing behavioural or psychological symptoms. Cognitive and motor stimulation are also 
able to prevent the decline of the patient’s state. This project led to the development of a multi-
sensorial game (MatchLink) for use by Occupational Therapist (OT) to engage and stimulate PWD’s 
with the intention to increase functional ability and prevent decline. Matchlink has different levels 
of cognitive and sensory skills, which can be applied by OTs on patients with varying intensity of 
dementia taking into consideration the hospital setting and the patient’s needs.

Description:
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Social Sustainability 
Merit Awards (Individual)

Why ID Should Go Green

ASTLEY NG

Team:

Project:

This guide was designed to assist fellow interior designers and architects who want to make a 
difference by integrating simple sustainable design ideas and principles into their environment 
they design and build. Interior designers and architects must know that they play an important 
and vital role in creating a ‘Green’ culture. Our designs will have ‘far reaching consequences for 
the near and the distant future.’

Description:

\  2017  \
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An award winning ndustrial designer/engineer who graduated from National University of Singapore and A*STAR, 
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industry, with his current portfolio includes innovating robotic automation solutions, spearheading digitalization 
transformation at Showa Denko Materials Singapore (previously known as Hitachi Chemical Singapore) and Japan as 
well as designing lifestyle products/furniture as his passion.


